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umiieeN ny lat Saturday’s Paper-I laid down fome 
nM Thoughts vpon Devotion in general, and hall 
OE he thew what were the Notions of the mott 
Sefined Heathens on this Subjeét, as they are 
\Aladented in Plato’s Dialogue upon Prayer, Enti- 
Alcibiades the Second, which doubtiefs gave 
fion to Fuvewal’s Tenth Satyr, and tothe Second 
bok Perfias; as the Jatt of thefe Authors’ has 
Btranfcribed the preceding Dialogue, Enti- 
‘Acibiades the Fir/t, in his Fourth Satyr. 
be Speakers in this Dialogue upon Prayer, ‘are 
mach awd Alcibiades, and the Subftance of it 
a drawn together.out of the Intricacies and Di- 
ys) as follows. . 
wes meeting his Pupil Alcibiades, ashe was 
® his Devotions, and obferving his Eyes to 
dupon the Earth with great Serioufnels and 
fin, tells him, That he had’ Reafon to be 




































5 
p| 


fy 


lan to bring down Evils upon himfelf by 
Prayers, and that thofe things, which the 
fad him in Anfwer.to his Petitions, might 
Mo his Deftruction. This, {ays he, may not 
ppen when a Man prays for what heknows 
Mihievous in its own Nature, as Oedipzs im- 
Wet the Gods to fow Diffention between his Sons, 
fwén he prays for what he believes would be 
ftis Good, and againft: what he believes would 
his Detriment. This the Philofopher fhews 
ineceflarily happen among us, fince moft Men 
Minded with Ignorance, Prejudice or Paffion, 
bbinder them from feeing fuch things as are 
Mppeneficial co them. For an Inftance, he asks 
wiades whether he would not be thoroughly 
td and fatisfied if that God, to whom he was 
ito addrefS higfelf, fhould promife to make 
Mibe Soveraign of the whole Earth. Alcibiades 
tts, That he fhould-doubtlefs look upon fuch 
Pomife as the greateft Favour that could be be- 
Wedupon him. Socrates then asks him, If after 
inpiteceived this great Favour ke-would be con- 
iodofe his Life, or if he would receive it tho’ 
wsfure he thould make an ill ufe of it. To 
Mwhich Queftions Alcibiades anfwers in the 
mare, Socrates then fhews him, from the Ex- 
Bor others, how thefe might very, probably be 
maeets of fuch a Bleffing.” He then adds, that 
Rieputed Pieces of good Fortune, as that of 
Ge ION, or procuring the higheft Poft in a 
meamnent, “are fubject to the like fatal Confe- 
Mes)Which neverthelefs, fays he, Men ardent- 


Muu their Prayers might be effectual for the ob- 
, ‘Aablithed this great Point, That all the 
a nt Bleffings in.this Life are obnoxious 
Mdreadful Confequences, and that no Man 
cat in its Events would prove to him a 


ue be ought to pray. 


fal on that Occafion, fince it was poffible - 


and would not fail to pray for, if they: 


ora Curfe, he teaches Alcibiades after what - 


In the firft Place he recommends to him, as the 
Model of his Devotions, a thort Prayer, which a 
Greek Poxt compofed for the ufe of his Friends, in 
the following Words. O Jupiter, give us thofe things 
which are good for us, whether sheyare fuch things 
as we pray for, or fuch things as we donut pray for ; 
and remuve from us thofe things which are hurtful, 
though they are fuch things as we pray for. 

In the fecond Place, that his Ditciple may ask 
fuch things, as are expedient tor-him, he fhewshim 
that it is abf{olutely neceffary to apply himfelf to 
the Study of true Wifdum, aad to the Knowledge 
of that which is his chief Good, and the moft fui+ 
table to the Excellency of his Nature, 

In the third and laft Place, he informs him that 
the beft Methods he could make ufe of to draw 
down Bleffings upon himfelf, and to render his 
Prayers acceptable, would be to live in a conftant 
PraGice of his Duty towardsthe Gods, and towards 
Men. Under this Headhe very much recommends — 
a Form of Prayer the Lacedemonians made ule of, 
in which they petition the Gods zo give them all goud 
things, fo long as they were semen Uaibie this Head 
likewife he gives a very remarkable Accountof an 
Oracle to the following Purpofe. 

When the Athenians in the War with the Lacedes 
monians received many Defeats both by Sea and Land, 
they fent a Meflage to the Oracle of Fupiter Am- 
mon, to ask the Reafon why they who ereéted fo 
many Temples to the Gods, and adorned them with 
fuch coftly Offerings ; why they who had Inftituted 
fo many Feftivals, and accompanied them with fuch 
Pomps and Ceremonies; in hort, why they who 
had flain fo many Hecatombs at their Altars, fhould 
be lefs fuccefsful than the Lacedemonians, who fell 
fo fhort of them in all thefe Particulars. To this, 
fays he, the Oracle made the following Reply, J am 
better pleafed with the Prayer of the Lacedemonians, 

than with all the Oblations of the Greeks. . As this 
Prayer implied and encouraged Virtue in thofe who 
made it; the Philofopher proceeds to thew how 
the moft vicious Man might. be devout, fo far 
as Vi@ims could make him, but that. his Of- 
ferings were regarded by the Gods as Bribes, and 
his Petitions as Blafphemies. He likewife quoteson 
this Occafion two Verfes out of Homer, in which 
the Peet fays, that the Scent of the Trojan Sacrifices 
was carried up to Heaven by the Winds; but thatit 
was not acceptableto:the Gods, who were difpleafed 
with Prium 4nd:all-his People. . 

The Conclufion of this. Dialogue is verygemarka- 
ble. Socrates having esushididhiadar ines the 
Prayers and Sacrifice which he was going to offer, 
by fetting forth the above-mentioned Difficulties 
of performing that Duty as he ought, adds thefe 
Words, Ve muf? therefore wait till fuch sime as we 

learn bow we omght to behave our felves towards 

the Gods, amd towards Men, But when will that 

time come, fays Alibiades, and whe is it = me 
a na 
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infirg& us? Fot I. would fain feethis Man, whoever 
he is. ‘It is one, fays Sucrates, who takes Care of 
you; but.as Homer tells us, that A@merva removed 
the Mitt from Diomedes his Eyes, thayfie might plain- 
ly difcover both Gods,ard Men, forthe Darknefsthat 
hangs.apon your.Mind muft beremaved bcfoteyou 
are able to dilcern what is Good and what is Evil. 
Let him remove from my Mind, fays Alcibiades, 
the Darknefs and what elie hepleafes, I am detcr- 
mined to refufenothing he fhall order me, whoever 
he is, fo that I may become the better Man by it. 
The remaining part of this Dialogue is very ob{cure: 
Tiere is fomething in it that would make-us think 
Socrates hinted at himfelf, when he fpoke of this 
Divine Teacher who was to comeintothe World, did 
not he own that he himfelf. was in this refpect as 
mutch at a Lofs, and in as great Dittrefs as the reft 
cof Mankind. . 

Some learned Men look upon this Conclufion as 
a PrediGtion of our Saviour, or at leaft that Socrates, 
like the High Pricft, Prophefied unknowingly, and 
pointed at that Divine Teacher who was to come 
into the World fome Ages after him. -However 
that may be,. we fiad that this great Philofopher faw, 
by the Light of Reafon, that it was fuitable to the 
Goodnefs of the Divine Natureto fend a Perfon into 
the World, who fhould Inftrué& Mankindin the Du- 
ties of Religion, andin particular, Teach them how 
to Fray. 

wines reads this Abftraé&t of P/ato’s Difcourfe 
on Prayer, will, | believe, naturally make this Re- 
fie&tion, That the great Founder of our Religion, as 
well by his own Example, as in the Form ot Prayer 
which he taught his Diiciples, did not only keep up 
to.thofe Rules which the Light of Nature had fug- 

efted to this-great Philofopher, but inftru&ed his 

Bitciples in the whole Extent of this Duty, as well 
as of all others. He direéted them to the proper 
Objeé of Adoration, and taught them, according to 
the third Rule above-mentioned, to apply themfeives 
tohim in their Clofets, without Show or Oftentation, 
and to worfhip him in Spirit andin Truth. As the Lace- 
demonians in their Form of Prayer implored the Gods 
in general to give themall good Things fo long as they 
were Virtuous, weask in particular tbat our Offences 
muy be forgiven, as we forgive rhofe of others. 4 
we look into the fecond Rule which Socrates has 
prefcribed, namely, That we fhould apply our felves 
to the Knowledge of fuch things as are deft for us, 
this too is explained at large in the Doctrines of the 
Gofpel, where we are taught in feveral inftances to 
regard thofe things asCurtes, which appear as Blef- 
* fings in the Eye of the World; and on thecontrary 
to efteem thofethings as Bleffings, which to the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind appear as Curfes. Thas in the 
Form whichis prefcribed tous, weonly pray forthat 
Happinefs which is our chief Good, andthegreat End 
of our Exiftence, when we Petitidn the Supreme Be- 
ing for the coming of his Kingdom, being follicitous 
for no other Temporal Bleffing but our deily Sufte- 
nance. On the other fide, we pray againft nothin 
but Sin, and againft Evil in general, leaving it wit 
Omnifcience to determine what is really fuch. If 
we look into the fist of Socrates his Rules of Pray- 
er, in whjch he recommends the above-mentioned 
Form of the Ancient Poet, we find that Form not 
only comprehended, but very much improved ia the 
Petition, wherein we Pray to the Supreme Being that 
his Will may be done : Whichis of the fame forcéwith 
that Form which our Saviour ufed, when he pray- 
od againft the moft —_ and moft ignominious 
of Deaths, Neverthelefs not my Wall, but shine be 


donc. “Tieis couprehentive Petition is the moft 
humble, as well as themoft prudent that can be of- 
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ferediay the Creature to his retoe.4 a 
wee Serrcme Being wills.n@ghing ber wi” 
que Good, and that he knows bettcy thes 9” 
ADVERTISEMENT 
At the Defire of feveral Ladies of 
By Her Majefty’s Company of Comaii. 


A T the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane thi 
; a t 

& Saturday. being the azth of O&tober, will be ee Pei 
gedy of (tamle:, Prince of Denmark. ‘The Part of 9 thet}. 
pertorweu*by M:. Wilks, th: King by Mr. Keege, Beanie 4.) 
Mills, Laertes by Mr, Fowe:i, the@hoft by Mr. Boo:n, z Ny dt, 
Mr, Bowen, Gr.ve-Disger by Me. Jobnion, the Queen Fop i, 
Knight, and the Part of Ophe'ia by Mrs, Santiow, by Ai, 


Propofals for Graving and Printing the 
Raphael at Hampton-court, 


th 


Gallery 


It being univerfally allowed that the Cartones js 


thefaid Gallery arethe m oft vsluabl2 Sec of portab!e p: : 
World, and her M jefty having bien grucioully a A 
Roys! Licence e» Signior Nicola Doriguy (lately arrived §; = HF 
for Copying and Grav.ng thefm:: Tae laid Signior Dorigny ps 
as follows, 16, That che faid Work hall confitt uf eight peat 
one .sfcer. exch of the Seven Carcones:. Aud one as a Fronbijn 
the ‘whole, cuntaining the Dzdication,: with ptepar Ones 
2. Tharevery Place fhall be about 19 Inches;high, four of then ait 
30 Inches long, and che other four about 25 Inches, ia pr, ee 
their refpective Origotals; and allef them Printed up2n tai 
very belt Paper. 3. Thacthe Subscribers hall pay no more dg 
Guineas { t @ Set 5 whereof one Guinca tw be paid in Hand 
remainder upon the Delivery of the hid Wak campleat, s t 
Sivnior Dongay doth oblige himf-If never to fell } amayl d Defa 
chat is not a Subferiber, under five Guineas. By the mndch trod 
upon this Work, it is hoped, that ajl Lovers of Are will he lati 
that the Undertaker aims ar Repuratic:n rather chaa Profit by it: Sag 
the Prints «fhe Ba:tles, Sec, of Alexander, ater Le Brun tho’by 
in pumber, and the Original Pe:ndogs much iaferior to dhol of 
phae!) are trequently fla furtzo Guineas, How’ well the 
Signior Dorigny is to perform his Parc, is mof bumoly, | 
the Judgment of thofe of the Nobilityaod Geacry of this Nasiogal 
having feen the things that he has done (fur 20 Years pail) 
phac], and ocher the moft celebrated Mafters in Rome, haveinvaiiie 
hither, and are pleafed to enc. urage him in this noble Ungersia 
Subfc:. prions ase raken by Signior Dorigny, gc the Golden Had int 
sigtle Piazza, Covent Gerden; at St. James's Coffee- houfe in Se, 
.eet; Young Man's Coffee-houfe at Charing. Crofs; Mr. Cob 
Prinefeller, at the Three Pidgeons in Half-mooneftreet ever apuat 
Wew Exchange in the Scrend ;.Mr. Charles Lillie, a Perfume, ti 
corner of Beauford Buildings in the Strand; Mr. Charlee ‘Medi 
Toy-thop near Tem-}e- Bar; Mr. Di @, her Majeity’s\ Rylan 
at the City of Seville over againft chelo cy-Temple-Gate wg 
—— a Toy-thop, vppofce to Garraway’s Coffaghade i 
ge Alicy, I vi. 
: TO BELETT, at 
Newburg Houfe in St. James's Park, next 
but one to my Lady Oxford’s, having two Bulls at the Gam, 
Rails before the Door, fix Rooms ona Floor befides Clofea, wits 
fine Funiture, Squire at the Houfe aforefaid, mi 
Wines to be fold by Retail. 


Excellent Red and White Port, and Red and 
Lisboa, being neat Wines as theg came from the Grep*, of thi 
G:owzh in Portugal. ‘Tc be fold by the Importer in a Vault eh 
bant- Court in Philpet- Lane, viz. Red and White Port at $3. :@ 
lon, or 14}, per Hbd. Red aod. White Lisbon st 5s 6dvpe 
lon, or 161. per Hhd, Aueadance will be given every Dap. 
: A Houfs to sh kote or Sold in rk-ftregs! 

. Giles’s Ckurch, well figted'up, with or without 8 pice of Gr 
for Cosch>houfe and Smbles.. Engnire at Mr. Harriss m onnchi 
ler at we end of the faid Screen or-of Mx, Joha Ryans, 
at the Iron Rails in Quyeenftreet by the Seven Dyale. 

Gown Ware-houle, in Freeman’s-Yard, in 
near che - Gowns for Men and Women, from 71.1 
to 138 each, The Silke, tute oo Gate ann ade 
bopghs a Publick Syles ef Pe-fons char tail’d. Where Latics 
furnthed with all force of Quilced Petticoats, and Casvas Heap atl 
she mewelt Matted Petcicoais, at $8. 2 piece. The Prices ing 
on each Gown, For Eacouragement t> Merchants, thole tt 
four Gowns thall haye 3 per Cenr, Bife unt. ste 

An affured Cure for Leannefs; which 
from « Caufe chat few koow, but eafily remov'd by af ul 
—, TinQuce, which fortifies the Stomach, purifies the 
takes off Fr 
omnia. difpole and caufes the Body to thrive gnd becunt 
apd fi thy, ifno manifett Diftemper ais che nacienes, as Baer 
quench Fire ; "tis alfo rhe beft Remedy in Nature for all: pat 
DL f-afes chat take their Rife froma bad Digeftion im the Soma 
this Sp-cifick TinQuce Iatallibly re€tifies, and hereby Cares, kis 
fan to, cafte, and is fold onlpat Mr- Payn’s Toy fhopat che Ang 
Crownin Se. Paul's Church-yard oear Cheapfide, urice 3 » 64, 00 
de with DreG@ivns, 
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Sold by 4. Bakdwin im 


as 
. the Strand. 


LONDON: Prisited. fo San, Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Brisains i 
, Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifements are tateal 
alfo by Charis Latte, Pesfumer, at. the Comer of Beasferd lg 
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